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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

April 26, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Hunter called the virtual meeting to order at 5:00 pm on April 26, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Sandy Marlin, Member 
Summer Scott, Member (Late) 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member (Late) 
Scott Mills, Member (Late) 
Genevieve Villamizar, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Heather Henry, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

Guests: Maisa Metcalf, CLEER Representative 
Natalie Fuller, Dandelion Days Coordinator 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Sandy moved to approve Environmental Board meeting minutes from the 
March 2021 meeting.  Genevieve seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the EBoard. 
 
EBOARD COMMUNICATION    
Heather announced that PR Studios has been awarded a contract to undertake the Town 
of Carbondale’s communications and information.  Heather will be meeting with Kathleen 
Wanatowicz and the goal of this meeting topic is to fill out the provided spreadsheet that 
will help guide the EBoard’s messaging.  The discussion resulted in the following 
stakeholders, desired outcomes, and key messages: 
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STAKEHOLDER DESIRED OUTCOME KEY MESSAGE

E-Board

homeowners changed behavior or reminder behavior
set ads for leaves, wood 
burning

local businesses
restaurants eliminate single use plastic

p&z
parks&rec
Trustees
Town staff

developers changed status quo go beyond code

builders, contractors
existing buildings

homeowners take action
what they can do - emissions 
reduction

commercial owners take action
what they can do - emissions 
reduction

E-Board itself - new members, institutional knowledge
They have general input and 
information

All town
More public input on projects that are 
being considered

water users

municipal
more water awareness and 
conservation

what's possible around 
conservation

non-municipal
commercial
residential
school district
ditch water owners
community gardens
golf course

neighbor-to-neighbor they proactively provide info informing your neighbors

comp plan stakeholders  
 
Heather encouraged the EBoard members to reach out if they had more information to 
add. 
 
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN UPDATE AND HOW THE EBOARD CAN 
CONTRIBUTE 
Maisa updated the EBoard on the CAP Work Plan: 

• The Commercial Green Building Code was reviewed at the April 20, 2021 Board of 
Trustees Work Session; there were no changes to the memo, 

• CLEER will be reaching out to the building community for their input by late 
May/early June, 

• Maisa also met with Kathleen Wanatowicz; they discussed a planned rollout of 
messages to the community before the Comprehensive Plan review begins.  They 
also discussed the implementation of a 30/60/90-day Work Plan, but Maisa needs 
to continue discussions with Heather and Kathleen to refine the concept, 
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• A list of resources will be added to the website—Maisa has the documentation, and 
she will work with Kathleen to get them added to the webpage. 

 
Questions/Comments: 
Pat reminded the EBoard members that they completed a survey in 2016 with reference to 
the CAP—the survey was included with the water bill and there was a good response.  He 
wondered whether it might be time to send out another one. 
 
Maisa added that as of April 22, 2021, the Solarize Garfield County has garnered 131 
enrollees in the 81623-zip code with 20 systems sold to date. 
 
Pat pointed out that Jeff Dickinson completed a survey of total solar use a few years ago 
and thought it might be helpful to see what solar is contributing now. 
 
Frosty commented that the Solarize Garfield County was not popular in River Valley 
Ranch.  He thought that it was a missed opportunity in that community. 
 
DANDELION DAYS PREP 
Natalie asked the EBoard for nominees for the Order of the Dandelion Day Award and 
volunteers for timeslots to man the EBoard tent at Dandelion Days. 
 
After a brief discussion, Senior Matters was the popular nominee for the Order of the 
Dandelion Day Award. 
 
Motion Passed: Sandy moved to nominate Senior Matters and their Covid response in 
delivering food to Carbondale’s vulnerable populations for the Order of the Dandelion Day 
Award.  Jim seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
Natalie asked whether the EBoard members preferred two 10’ by 10’ or if she should 
pursue Carbondale Arts 10’ by 20’ tent.  She noted that two tables will be needed—one for 
the t-shirts and one for the tent front. 
 
Pat said that he has possession of the EBoard’s 10’ by 10’ tent, table, chairs, cash box and 
banner. 
 
Sandy thought only one tent was necessary, considering there was only enough EBoard 
members to man one tent. 
 
Natalie listed the following timeslots available for Dandelion Days: 
 8 to 10 AM (Set UP):   Pat, Scott 
 10 AM to 12:30 PM:    Sandy 
 12:30 to 3 PM:   Jim (he is also available for set up and take down, if 
needed) 
 3 to 5:30 PM (Take Down):  
 
POTENTIAL UDC UPDATES 
Scott asked for clarification on the distinctions between the UDC, the Comprehensive Plan, 
and the CAP.  He would like to make sure the EBoard is at the table when the UDC is 
updated and needs a timeline on when that process begins. 
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Heather responded that the UDC is a regulatory document, the Comprehensive Plan is a 
policy-based document, and the CAP is a visionary document.  She added that the 
Comprehensive Plan will undergo a review this year and changes to that document will 
then be rolled into a UDC update. 
 
Scott responded that he is trying to get aspects of solarization into the UDC as soon as 
possible and asked how this could be done.  He also asked if the EBoard will be included 
during the Comprehensive Plan review. 
 
Heather noted that the EBoard has been identified as a critical stakeholder for the 
Comprehensive Plan review and will be included in the process. 
 
Scott asked who to talk to to make sure the EBoard is included. 
 
Heather responded that the chosen consultant, in conjunction with Janet Buck and John 
Leybourne, will lead the process and it is under the Planning and Zoning Commission’s 
purview to move the process along. 
 
Frosty added that when he worked on this ten years ago, he didn’t understand the full 
relationship between the CAP, EBOR, and Comprehensive Plan and how it became 
codified in the UDC.  He noted that the codes have as much weight as the UDC and it is 
important to stay focused on these issues. 
 
BIRD RESISTANT GLASS RECOMMENDATIONS 
Frosty asked that this topic be added because he didn’t want to lose sight of other topics 
the EBoard is concerned with.  He reminded the other board members about the Audubon 
presentation a few months ago and is planning to bring the topic up at the RVR Executive 
Board meeting.  He thought that the resolution concerning bird friendly glass that the 
Roaring Fork Audubon brought forward was reasonable and would like to present it to the 
BOT—at least put it on their radar. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Pat suggested a motion to pursue the Audubon resolution to pursue bird friendly glass. 
 
Sandy asked if the intent was to get the resolution codified. 
 
Frosty indicated that that was his intent. 
 
Sandy responded that she thought the message was great, but she wasn’t sure what the 
outcome would be. 
 
Heather pointed out that the code isn’t updated when a specific topic is presented—there 
is a need for public comment, especially if it will be challenging for builders.  She added 
that generally the proposed updates are rolled into one session for review. 
 
Genevieve suggested taking on the messaging on an annual basis. 
 
Summer thought the topic could be its own PR campaign—with a note that it could be 
codified as some point. 
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Motion Passed: Frosty moved to present the Roaring Fork Audubon Bird-Friendly Glass 
Resolution to the Board of Trustees for discussion.  Sandy seconded the motion, and it 
was unanimously approved. 
 
PAY FOR AD/NOTICE IN SOPRIS SUN FOR TREE PLAQUES 
Pat would like to pay for an ad or notice in the Sopris Sun announcing the installation of 
the tree plaques in Sopris Park. 
 
Sandy noted that the EBoard has already spent a lot of the 2021 budget and asked how 
much it would cost. 
 
Pat responded that a one-time ad would cost $300.00.  He wondered if the request should 
go through the PR firm. 
 
Genevieve asked what the ad would look like and what the messaging would be.  She also 
wondered whether it should be under the purview of the EBoard or the Tree Board, and 
that should determine who pays for it. 
 
Sandy asked if the EBoard should confer with the Tree Board before anything is decided, 
since it was also partly their project. 
 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to sponsor an ad in the Sopris Sun to announce the 
installation of tree plaques in Sopris Park and to include the Tree Board, if interested.  
Scott seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
EBOARD PROJECTS AND GOALS 
Summer would like to really focus on the issue of single-use plastics over the next year. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The April 26, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for May 24, 2021 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


